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they followed up this claim by charging Siam with
wanton aggression, by declaring war upon her, by
sending gunboats up the Mekong, by proclaiming a
blockade of the Siamese coast, and by ordering all
neutral vessels to leave Bangkok. It seemed at one
moment as if France would absorb Siam even as she
had absorbed Cochin-China, Annam, Cambodia and
Tongking. Lord Rosebery, who had in the meantime
succeeded Lord Salisbury at the Foreign Office, was
determined to forestall this danger. He first broke
the blockade by ordering the British ships to remain
at Bangkok and by notifying the French accordingly.
He then supported the King of Siam in his rejection
of the French terms of peace, which entailed the con-
cession of 100,000 square miles of territory, or one-
third of his kingdom. And he then obliged the French
Government, through Lord Dufferin, to abate their
maximum demands and to accept the modified con-
ditions which were eventually included in the Treaty
of Peace signed between Siam and France in October,
1893, There still remained the complicated problem of
demarcating the resultant boundaries between Burmah,
Indo-China and Siam. The negotiations pursued their
embittered course throughout the terms of Lord
Bufferings tenancy of the Paris Embassy and were only
concluded in January, 1896. And the French public
formed the not unnatural conviction that the man who
had deprived them of Burmah in 1885 was in 1893
also depriving them of Siam.

The suspicion he aroused owing to his past record,
the resentment engendered by the Siamese crisis, were,
however, as nothing compared to the indignation
occasioned by his alleged intrigues against a Franco-